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Newsletter 

 

No 9 – spring 2020 

 
 

  
 From the president Alice van Bekkum 
 
 

 

 How different we thought this newsletter would be… Suddenly the world 

has been turned upside down through the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus. 

 

 We had our last board meeting on 11 March and we were advised then not 

to shake hands. 

 After that, there was a time of uncertainty and nobody actually knew what 

was going to happen. Early on, it was clear that preparations for the The Faces of 

Groesbeek event would have to stop, but only after our government made it 

clear that gatherings of more than a hundred people were not allowed; the event 

was then cancelled on 24 March. We would like to warmly thank the project 

group that has worked so hard with this, especially Fred Hulsman! 

 

 Unfortunately, we could not inform everyone personally about the 

cancellation but it is mentioned on our website. Many of you have sent donations 

for the photo-project, sometimes a family member, or just spontaneously, for 1, 

5, 10 photos and even a donation for 50 photos! We are very happy with this, 

many thanks! 

 Local firms sold us materials at a reduced price: Bruna, Jumbo and 

Houthandel Jacobs. Pluryn Groesbeek was ready to lend us a shelter for storage. 

And not to forget those that supplied the photos, printing, aluminium standards 

etc. for very reduced prices: DHD drukkerij, Pieter Molenaar, Aluminium-

bearbeitung. 

 

 Your contributions have certainly not been given in vain; we are storing 

the photos safely and we are hoping that the event can take place in May,2021. 

We are counting on the support of sponsors and local authorities regarding the 

financial help, and hope that we may carry that over to next year. 

 



2 
 

The photos look beautiful; they come in 

a nice frame, printed on UV-resistant 

aluminium panels, suitable for outdoor 

use.  

 

 

 

 

 Regarding the photos: please don´t be disappointed if the photo you sent 

is not the one used. Many photos are not of high enough quality to print, 

especially those taken from a newspaper. Now that the event may take place in 

May, 2021, the closing date for sending in photos has been changed to March, 

2021. That means that you can still send us photos! 

 

 It is a shame for all the Canadian family members, who were planning to 

come to Groesbeek this year; hopefully. we can welcome you next year at the 

cemetery. 

 

 Disappointing too, for the many Canadian students, who were looking 

forward to their journey to the Netherlands, including those from All Saints High 

School, Kanasta, Ottawa. Under the enthusiastic leadership of their teacher, 

Vanessa Kirz (Canadian history, civics and careers), the students have written 43 

life stories; they all did their best to come into 

contact with the family of the soldier too. They 

were assisted by Kurt Johnson, who himself 

has contributed 14 life stories. 

 

Vanessa Kirz in the video chat of CBC for the 

broadcast on 5 May, 2020.  

  

 All schools have been closed here as well and that has affected the school 

project at the Canisius College, Nijmegen; their teacher, Anita Aengevaeren has 

promised to continue with it when schools reopen. 

 We have received heartwarming reactions in connection with the current 

crisis; one friendly couple wrote: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzv6wa7veD4&feature=youtu.be 

 A good friend in BC sent a moving carillon from Banff: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdoPjlGFWds&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzv6wa7veD4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdoPjlGFWds&feature=youtu.be
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Jan Smolenaars gave us a 

photo of ‘his mill’ with a flag 

flying; it has a heart on it in 

appreciation of all the people 

who work in healthcare at the 

present time. 

 

The mill is in mourning stand, 

but the heart is in the right 

position! 

 

 

 

 Karen Hunter, from the organization In Our Fathers´ Footsteps (IOFF), has 

moved the date of the planned tour to May 2021; then, sons and daughters of 

Canadian soldiers will walk in the footsteps of their father. We are looking 

forward to meeting each other in Groesbeek. 

 The book presentation by Janet Love-Morrison has also been moved to 1 

May, 2021. Her book ´The Hawk and the Hare´ is based on the true story of the 

author´s father. It is not the story of generals and officers but of the men on the 

ground and the hardships they endured. It honors the young men who fought to 

liberate Europe and celebrates the friendship between a Native and non-Native 

soldier. More information: www.janetlovemorrison .com 

 Adriana Zylmans, the president of the Dutch Liberation Canadian Society 

2020 must, out of necessity, cancel the planned commemorations in the May 

week. Alternatives have been found, on a small scale; all the red tulip bulbs that 

the organization has sold (see Newsletter 8 pages 2-3), will bloom in the whole 

of Canada, in tribute to the Canadian liberators of the Netherlands.  

 

 Together, we hope to make the best of the situation and just keep going 

with whatever lies within our possibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

           Design Martin van der Poel, RCL 005. 
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 But now we go back to the moment when our last newsletter ended; here 

comes a report of the recent happenings, together with some interviews from our 

volunteers. 

 

Report Julie Allen, internationale communicatie Canada and member of the 

Research Team:  

“A family connection to Guelph, Ontario led me to start researching a soldier 

from there. In November last year, I visited Guelph and was interviewed by the 

local paper. https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9682217-bringing-

guelph-soldiers-back-to-life-through-stories-images/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 Julie 2nd from the     

top left with the 

family of Trooper 

James. 

 

 

 The article resulted in me making contact with the family and we met in 

January this year. They had kept all of the letters, telegrams and personal effects 

of both him and his two brothers (who also served in, and survived, the war). We 

had a wonderful time and they told me lots of stories about the three brothers.  

 I also met with the Guelph City Museum and they have agreed to feature a 

‘Liberation 75’ exhibit with some of the family archive, which will open on 5th 

May.” 

Due to Corona, it will be online only for the moment: 

https://guelphmuseums.ca/event/liberation-of-holland-75-guelph-soldiers-in-

the-second-world-war/ 

Radio interview: https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-5-calgary-eyeopener 

 

On 11 November, CBC Calgary broadcast an interview by Eric Collins, with Jim 

Hoover and his father, (whose brother is buried in Groesbeek) and Donna 

Maxwell (who has sent us lots of photos).  

https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9682217-bringing-guelph-soldiers-back-to-life-through-stories-images/
https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9682217-bringing-guelph-soldiers-back-to-life-through-stories-images/
https://guelphmuseums.ca/event/liberation-of-holland-75-guelph-soldiers-in-the-second-world-war/
https://guelphmuseums.ca/event/liberation-of-holland-75-guelph-soldiers-in-the-second-world-war/
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-5-calgary-eyeopener
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There was also an earlier 

interview of Erin Collins with 

Alice via Skype: 

 

https://thealbertareporter.tumblr.com/post/189017130248/the-75th-

anniversary-of-the-liberation-of-holland 

Radio interview: https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-5-calgary-eyeopener 

 

In response to this broadcast, many of you contacted us; we have documented 

all photos and information in the files of the soldier concerned, and hope to write 

these life stories as soon as possible. We ask for your understanding with any 

delay in processing; at this moment there are sixty names of soldiers waiting to 

be dealt with. 

 

 

Christmas Eve December 24, 2019, organized by the Foundation ‘Lichtjes avond 

Groesbeek’, was another impressive sight. There was a light on every grave!  

https://thealbertareporter.tumblr.com/post/189017130248/the-75th-anniversary-of-the-liberation-of-holland
https://thealbertareporter.tumblr.com/post/189017130248/the-75th-anniversary-of-the-liberation-of-holland
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-5-calgary-eyeopener
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On 19 january, during the New Year reception of the 

RCL Branch 005, our organization unexpectedly 

received a cheque for € 250 to support our work. In 

the presence of the new Canadian Ambassador, Lisa 

Helfand, President Martin Reelinck presented a 

symbolic cheque to Alice van Bekkum, who 

expressed her thanks on behalf of the Board. 

 

 

 

 Commemoration of Operation Veritable on 9 February, 2020 in the frame 

of 75 years of liberty. Preceded by a remembrance service in the ´Historical 

Church at Groesbeek, a memorial ceremony was planned at the Canadian 

Cemetery, on Sunday, 9 February. Alas, it turned out differently.  

 

 

 

 

Fred Hulsman 

and Alice van 

Bekkum ‘laid’ 

the wreath 

for Faces To 

Graves. 

 

 



7 
 

 A storm with strong wind gusts was forecast and threw a spanner in the 

works. So the organizers, the Groesbeek Airborne Friends, in consultation with 

the municipality Berg en Dal, transferred it from the cemetery to the Historical 

Church. During the ceremony, the Colour Party of the Royal Canadian Legion 

stood at the side and the wreaths were ´laid´ in front. 

 But first the story was told of Sapper Arthur Ormond Buck and Lt. Francis 

Roger Cauley, 6th Field Company, who were killed on 8 February, the first day of 

Operation Veritable; they are buried next to each other in Plot II.  

 

After the Last Post, the two 

minutes silence, which I 

experienced as the most silent two 

minutes ever, in spite of the storm 

raging round the church. Awe 

inspiring!  

 

                         Photo Kim Huvenaars. 

 

 

  

 Fred Hulsman, member of the Research Team, tells the following:  

“On 28 February, 2020, I met Patricia Szalay, the daughter of Private John 

McGregor, who is buried in the Canadian Cemetery, Groesbeek, Plot VII. E. 4. 

Patricia was only four months old when her father John came to the Netherlands 

on 12 December, 1944 to fight with the Calgary Highlanders for the freedom of 

Western Europe. His wife Constance Brown, whom he met in England, during his 

training there, and later married, stayed behind in England with their daughter 

Patricia. On 26 February, 1945, John met his brother William during the fighting 

and was able to have a chat with him. It turned out to be their last conversation 

together; the following day, 27 February, he was killed during a gunfight near 

Kleve in Germany. He was temporarily buried in Bedburg Hau near Kleve and on 

4 September, reburied in the Canadian War Cemetery, Groesbeek. Alas, Patricia 

has no recollection of her father, but his grave is a very special place for her, 

which she visits whenever possible; it is also special for his granddaughter, 

Elizabeth. 

Four times a year, a Poppy Cross is laid on his grave by the Royal British Legion; 

Patricia has taken over this tradition from her mother, Constance, always on 

special dates: 27 February, the date of her death, 11 November, Poppy Day and 

at Christmas. 

This meeting with the only daughter and the granddaughter of the soldier was for 

me very special, particularly, as I had written his interesting life story. These are 

nice moments when one comes in contact with a soldier’s family.  
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Through my research for the life story, I was able to give Patricia information 

about her father’s life in the army, that she 

had never known. As we said goodbye in the 

restaurant ´de Oude Molen´, I gave her, as 

a present, the book about the history of the 

Canadian Cemetery in Groesbeek by Gerrie 

Driessen. She was very pleased despite the 

fact that it is written in 

Dutch. ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here are two interviews with members of the Research Team, the first with 

Kim Huvenaars, member since 2018: 

Kim: “My motivation to be a volunteer with Faces to Graves is because of my 

interest in the second World War, influenced by my mother, grandfather and 

grandmother. I was brought up in Zeeland, in a village on Hell´s Highway; 

everywhere, one is reminded of the war. Now that we live near Groesbeek, we 

regularly go walking and we often go past the War Cemetery, a known and 

familiar place. A child often finds the war ‘exciting’. After, for me, a difficult time, 

I decided to go to Hurtgenwald and there I met German and American veterans 

and members of their families.and I listened to 

their stories. I realised that these very personal 

stories gripped me. Who were these men and 

what had they experienced here? I also realised 

that the war still lived on for the members of 

their families. They still search for information 

and visit places where their family members had 

fought in the war.” 

When I returned home, a friend sent me an 

appeal from Faces to Graves and I knew at once 

that I would become a research volunteer! And 

now I make photos and write stories 

enthusiastically for Faces to Graves.  
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Meanwhile there are four stories on the website; two more are being edited and I 

am busy with another three. What inspires me to continue? 

Every person has their own story: who was he? where did he come from? what 

had happened to him in the military? It takes many hours on the laptop, plowing 

for information, hoping to find the family and make contact with them. In the 

end you have not only written a document about a name; it has become the life 

story of a person. That makes me thankful and gives me positive energy. 

In addition, the Faces to Grave group is a fine set of people, its rewarding to 

meet and work together, helping each other.” 

 

Secondly, Gijs Krist´s motivation:  

“I came in contact with Alice in November,2018. In the village where I live, 

Heerewaarden, an AVRO Lancaster from the British RAF crashed on 21/22 

June,1944. All eight crew members were killed. On board, as tail gunner, was the 

young Canadian, Clarence Elgy Scott. I have researched this crash and written 

an article for the regional weekly newspaper.of the Maasdriel municipality.  

After I had taken up contact with Alice, with a 

question about Clarence, she asked me if I would 

write his life story. I grasped the opportunity with 

both hands and really only intended to write the one 

story; I had a heavy workload and little time. 

But now I willingly make time free for Faces to Graves 

and have become a member of the research team; 

there was first a short team meeting on 28 

December,2018 and then a normal meeting on 13 

July,2019.  

In the meantime, I have written nine life stories.  

What inspires me to continue? The fallen Canadians have never been able to 

have a ´normal´ life: not able to start a family, buy a house or make a career. 

They gave their lives for our freedom and that must never be forgotten. By 

telling their story, I can show my gratitude for our liberty.´ 

 

 

In April 2014 Gijs realized with 

three fellow residents of 

Heerewaarden a beautiful 

memorial for the killed crew of 

the allied bomber.  
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Video call May 1 conducted by Erin Collins, reporter CBC Calgary with Alice van 

Bekkum, Richard Russell and Julie Allen for Faces to Graves and Canadian 

relatives of soldiers buried in Groesbeek. Great to see them in person now, 

instead of just having contact by email. The recordings did not go smoothly, and 

some unfortunately failed to connect. The recording of Alice's contribution turned 

out to be unsuccessful afterwards. All in all a special experience, even though 

hardly any of us came into the picture during the broadcast.  

Here are a few images that give an impression of how this video call went: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

        Margi Hollinshead / Private Kenneth 

       Rupert Hollingshead. 

 

 Alice during this video call. 

 

   

 

 

 

             Carolyn Russell / Rifleman Oswald Edmund Cameron. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

Mark Cosens / Sergeant Aubrey Cosens.      Paul Falvo / Lt John Douglas Williams. 
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Stephen Thomas / Capt. John Morris Jewell.             Sydney Bucovetsky / Capt. Sydney 

                                         Sol Pappelbaum. 

All of these soldiers' life stories are on our website, not all of them bilingual yet, 

but we’ll work on it. 

Broadcast CBC The National on  5 May 2020: 

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1734189123707 

 

 

    

      Images will tell more than words:  

 

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1734189123707
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Hundreds of tulips from the Canadian organization 

Dutch Liberation Canadian Society 2020 were 

delivered to the cemetery on Friday 1 May. Faces to 

Graves volunteers took care of placing the tulips on 

time, together they gave a warm tribute to our 

Liberators on 4 and 5 May. 

 

 

 

   Photo Kim       

  Huvenaars 

 

 

First cut, then in pots with water 

and… 

  

    just drive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

           Divide among the plots… 

 

 

Photos Henk Baron. 
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  Photos Henk Baron. 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday, the 

Canadian Military 

Attaché Col. Timothy 

Young, with his wife 

Michelle, and two of 

his staff arrived early 

to help us. 

The weather was not always 

good, thunder, hail, sun and 

rain alternated; the result of 

the work we did was beautiful!  

 

All volunteers 

of the 

Saturday 

team. 

After we 

finished we 

held a moving 

few minutes 

to 

commemorate 
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...and that is the last one! 

 

             At the end we also placed tulips in  

         the Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

..and this is how it looked 

after a few more days, 

beautifull! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

And that is also part 

of it: cleaning 

everything up 

afterwards.                                    
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Before leaving, Col. Young give me some ‘coins’, with a message to give to the 

volunteers who had been busy preparing the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 Fred Hulsman     Hennie Koster    Marian Straatman

  

 Then I am glad to tell you that we are finally catching up with the editorial 

staff, thanks to the editors and translators. Thank you for your efforts! 

 

 We thank Richard Meeussen of ’t Zwaantje hotel in Mook for his hospitality 

in giving us a beautifull room for the meetings of the Research Team. The coffee 

is already waiting for us when we arrive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Like us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves      

https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves

